
DIARY FOR NEXT WEEK 

MONDAY 16th  MARCH 

9.00am Morning Prayer in Church 

10.00am LENT COURSE in the ARK 

3.00pm Open the Book at Bosmere School 

6.30pm Meditation Group meet at 43 Barking 

Road 

 

TUESDAY 17th MARCH 

9.00am Morning prayer in church 

9.30am   Tuesday Tots in the ARK 

11.00am Prayer group meet in Church 

12.30 funeral of Rita Hitchcock at crematorium 

 

WEDNESDAY 18th  MARCH  
9.00am Morning Prayer in Church 

11.00am Funeral of Hazel Parker in Church 

 

THURSDAY 19th MARCH 

9.00am Morning Prayer in Church 

10.30am  Christians Together; LENTEN  

COURSE –The long walk 

12.00pm Diane and Sarah funeral at Bramford 

7.30pm LENT COURSE at Sarah and Andy 

France’s home – 34 Pinecroft Way NM  

7.30pm PCC meeting in the ARK 

 

SUNDAY 22nd MARCH 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF  LENT 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

10.00am Family Communion 

 

CONTACTS 

Revd Diane Williams – 720316  or 

07714016554 

 

 

 

 

 

Please include in your prayers  

-Alan and Margaret 

- Ashleigh and her family 

- Iris 

- Revd Diane and Revd Sarah  

-the Ruby family, especially for Linda 

-Lisa and David  

-Maggie 

- The family of Hazel Parker whose 

funeral is this week 

-we pray for all those who have 

contacted the Coronavirus and the 

implications it brings to their family, 

friends and their community. May they 

recover from this terrible infection and 

may it be contained before too many 

more die from its complications 

-thank you Father, for the love which 

forgives again and again, and is 

prepared to trust us with the care of 

your people even after we have let you 

down many times.  

We also pray for the many names that 

appear on our prayer board and all  

those who are suffering in mind, body 

and spirit, for those who are in pain 

and distress and for those who care for 

loved ones.  Give skills to doctors and 

nurses and patience to all those who 

care for invalids. 

 

(concluding prayer in the Lent course) 

-God of Love, the Bible recounts the 

story of your great love poured out on 

us. Help us to live out that story of love 

every day of our lives in everything we 

do 

 

-we thank you for walking with us 

wherever we travel, that you are indeed 

real and alive every step of the way 

St. John the Baptist Church 

Needham Market 

IP6 8AE 

 

SUNDAY 15th  MARCH 

THIRD SUNDAY OF  LENT 

10.00am  Sung Eucharist 

 

Readings 

Exodus Ch17 v1-7  pg75 

Romans Ch5 v1-11  pg1132 

John Ch4v5-42   pg 1066 

 

Hymns 

114 Come down O love divine 

298 I am a new creation 

sheet Here is love vast as the ocean 

369 Jesus thou joy of loving hearts 

476 O breath of life 

252 Guide me O thou great redeemer 

 

Collect 
Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first 

suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was crucified; 

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of 

the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and 

peace 

through  Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 



PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION FROM BISHOP 

MARTIN REGARDING THE 

CORONAVIRUS 

 

Updated Guidance - reducing the risk of 

infection from the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

In light of the continued increase of COVID-19 

cases in the United Kingdom, it is now 

necessary to suspend the administration of the 

chalice as well as direct physical contact as part 

of sharing the peace or ‘laying on of hands’ 

including giving blessings and providing prayer 

ministry. 

These steps are necessary to inhibit the spread 

of this disease which is transferred from 

person-to-person easily and although we cannot 

eradicate the risks we have a social 

responsibility to minimise them. 

Communion should be only in one kind, that is 

the bread. The efficacy of the sacrament is not 

demeaned or diminished by only receiving the 

bread.  

The peace should be passed without contact. I 

realise this, along with these other requirements, 

will seem difficult to many and urge you to 

develop local practices where you convey the 

sense of the unity of the body through other 

gestures – and some churches are taking this 

opportunity to learn how to say “peace be with 

you” using British sign language.  

 

I want to thank all clergy and worshippers for 

their cooperation and emphasise that these are 

precautionary measures that will be removed 

once the Government gives the all clear. 
 

Our first priority is to care for those most 

vulnerable in this crisis, and we continue to 

pray for all those people caught up in the 

coronavirus epidemic, for those who 

are sick, for those who care for them, 

and for those responsible for planning 

for our care. 
 

 

All the guidance is available on the 

Church of England dedicated website 

page and changes rapidly so please 

check it regularly. 

www.churchofengland.org/more/medi

a-centre/coronovius-covid19 

 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO:- 
 

- sign up to run/help on the Produce 

stalls or the Coffee mornings. 
Rotas are on the notice board at the 

back of the church behind the organ. 
(They won’t happen if no one puts their 

name down) 
 

- let Christine or Diana have your form 

and money for the Easter Lilies by next 

Sunday 22nd March. 

 

-Pray about the Annual meeting, the 

roles of those who hold office and are 

leaders in our Church and the part God 

might be asking you to play in the life 

of St John’s 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Vicarage 

I am sure that many of you are feeling some anxiety 

around Coronavirus and how best to proceed to keep 

both yourself and others safe and free from infection. 

 

We are being given regular updates from the Church 

nationally and from our own Bishop and will do our 

best to keep you updated. 

 

The most important thing is that we take care of each 

other, particularly the most vulnerable in our 

community. 

 

This is why we are asked to use hand gel – all of us – 

as we come in, to stay away if unwell and to use and 

dispose of tissues properly. We are doing our best to 

provide gel and tissues. 

 

As time progresses we will most probably find that we 

are given ever more seemingly restrictive directives 

and it will be important to work out how we apply 

them in a sensitive way. 

 

Presently we have guidance with regard to our worship 

practices; specifically an instruction to refrain from 

sharing the wine together. 

 

We are also asked not to offer food or refreshments 

around services which has implications for our Lent 

lunches, Café Church and fellowship after services. 

 

One thing that will be of great help will be if each of 

you can provide me with details to enable contact as 

necessary. I can assure you that any personal 

information you provide will be kept securely in 

accordance with GDPR rules.  

 

It may be that as the situation changes I need to update 

you without waiting until the next Sunday 

 

All this might seem rather overwhelming, but we do 

have a Father God who holds us in the palm of his 

hand; so trust in him ( as well as doing your bit by 

taking care). We know that he will not forsake us. 

Blessings.  Diane                                                  


